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matter with the vaccine lymph, which they are hired and expected
to propagate in purity." They are, in fact, bribed by the inocu-
lators to do this, in order to bring the practice into disrepute.
3. That vaccination be only practised during the six cold
months, it having been proved not to answer so well at other
seasons.

4. The appointment of European medical officers as inspectors
of vaccination, who shall superintend the operations of Native
agents in a district.

5. The vaccination of all recruits for the army and navy.
6. A small compensation to the Native inoculators, whose

occupation would be gone if the above rules were enforced.
To show the interest taken by Government in this subject, it

may be sufficient to state, that not one of these excellent sugges-
tions has been adopted.

In conclusion, I have to apologize for writing at such length;
but I thought that some of the above statements might not be un-
seasonable, when there is so much discussion about what I

humbly conceive to be established facts, namely, the inestimable
advantages of vaccination.

Ycur most obedient servant,
. Bengal, Sept. 1852. INDICUS.

P.S.-The want of system in the propagation of vaccination
in Bengal comes into very unfavourable contrast with the system
followed in Bombay, as sketched in your journal of the l0th
July, just received. ,

TREATMENT OF DIARRH&OElig;A BY SULPHURIC
ACID

To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR,-The employment of sulphuric acid as a remedy for

diarrh&oelig;a, at this dispensary having been alluded to by Dr.
Miller, in a letter published in your journal of Nov. 27th, I
beg to offer a few observations upon the subject under con-
troversy, in reply to the query suggested by your correspon-
dent signing himself "Aliquis," in your journal of Dec. 4th,
(viz., as to whether the beneficial influence ascribed to the
sulphuric acid was not owing to sulphuric ether generated by
the decomposition of the combined sulphuric acid and com-
pound tincture of cardamoms in Dr. Miller’s formula, rather
than to the sulphuric acid;) by stating that sulphuric acid,
per se, as a remedy for diarrhoea, has been extensively used at
this dispensary by myself and my colleague Mr. James,
administered in the proportions of from twenty-five to thirty
minims of the dilute acid to an ounce of water, with the
object, and of course as the only satisfactory method, of test-
ing its utility. Ve have lately been in the habit of adding a
few drops of the syrupus rhceadus as a colouring agent.
I cannot certify to the exact number of cases we have
employed it in, but I am certain I speak within bounds in
naming 300; and although it has not proved infallible in our
hands, we have, as a general rule, found it answer certainly in
as large a proportion as nineteen cases out of twenty.

I very much doubt the powers of sulphuric acid in such a
state of dilution (as in Dr. Miller’s formula) to act upon the
spirit, causing the decomposition and the result stated by
"Aliquis," but at any rate our not having administered it in
combination with spirit precludes the possibility of sulphuric
ether having been thereby formed, either in the bottles, or
in the stomachs of our patients.
In bearing testimony to the efficacy of sulphuric acid in

diarrhcea, we are desirous of avoiding the possibility of its
being supposed that we claim any credit to ourselves in its
adoption, by stating that we commenced employing it in
August, 1851, in consequence of our attention being directed
to it by an article which appeared in your journal at that
time.

It may be as well at the same time to mention that we have
been in the habit also of treating diarrheea with equal success
with a combination the active principles of which are in
direct opposition to the above-viz., alkaline or diffusible
stimulants, and opium; a treatment perhaps more in accord-
ance with the views of " Aliquis;"-our formula for which is
sesquicarbonate of soda, two drachms; aromatic spirit of
ammonia, two drachms and a half; tincture of opium, forty
minims; cinnamon water, eight ounces; of which we direct
one ounce to be taken every four hours, with the exception of
the second dose, which we repeat at the expiration of half an
hour if the symptoms are urgent. This method of treatment
was introduced at the dispensary by a gentleman (Mr. Brand)
who was at the time acting as my colleague; and, were I
asked which of the two modes of treatment we had found the
most speedy and effectual, I should be at a loss to give a
decided answer; but I have no hesitation in saying that

both are very far superior in their effect to the old chalk
mixture, also very much less nauseous and disagreeable.

In the little experience I have had in the treatment of
Asiatic cholera, I consider I derived the greatest benefit from
chloroform, administered in the dose of forty minims. 1 did
not commence using it till near the close of the epidemic with
us, but three out of four cases in which I gave it recovered;
the fourth rallied sufficiently to be removed into the Hackney
Union House, where he subsequently died, under what treat-
ment I do not know. In the three cases which recovered, the
disease was ushered in by symptoms as severe as in the cases
which died in a few hours under different treatment.

I cannot conclude the subject without adverting to the just-
ness of the remarks made by Dr. Miller at the conclusion of
his letter in your journal of Oct. 9th, in which he speaks of
a memorial having been presented some few weeks pre-
viously to the Commissioners of Sewers, complaining of the
drainage of the neighbourhood of Stoke Newington, and adds:
"If the cholera does come, let the Commissioners of Sewers
look to it, for if we suffer more this time than we did the last,
they certainly must take a very large share of the blame."
I beg to add that the most disgraceful state of the drainage,
and total absence of sewerage of the district, has been re-
peatedly represented to them, and that the memorial to which
Dr. Miller alludes, originated with, and was, at the time I
drew it up, intended to have conveyed the opinion of, the dis-
pensary’s medical staff only; but at the suggestion of my pre-
decessor (Mr. Kellock), and with the concurrence of the
honorary medical staff, my colleague, Mr. James, and myself,
took the trouble of obtaining the signature of every medical
man residing within the district; having done which, I did not
imagine for one moment that the Commissioners would have
dared to pass by unnoticed a certificate embodying the
unanimous declaration of the faculty of the district, that
deaths are daily occurring to its inhabitants, owing to the
total absence of sewerage, and the consequent state of the
ditches, (or rather open sewers), drains, and cess-pools, by
which it is surrounded; and I do not hesitate to say that the
Commissioners, after such a notice, are morally responsible
for the deaths, not only by cholera, but also for those that are
daily occurring by typhus fever, and by the typhoid type
assumed by disease in the locality, in consequence of the pes-
tiferous miasma we are perpetually inhaling.

Apologizing for having trespassed to this extent upon the
columns of your journal,

I remain, Sir, yours obediently,
Dispensary. Stoke-Newington, Dec. 1852. JOHN DENNY.JOHN DENNY.

UNQUALIFIED SURGEONS TO EMIGRANT SHIPS.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,- Pardon my intrusion; but knowing your ever-ready
desire to benefit the medical profession, I am sure you will
do us justice in this matter. This morning, on taking up the
Times newspaper, I was struck with the following advertise-
ment:-

" SURGEON WANTED, for a vessel proceeding in a few days
to one of the southern colonies. Good references and testi-
monials required, but diploma not essential. Apply, by letter,
post-paid, to W. H.," &c.

Is it not time some steps should be taken to prevent these
occurrences for the future? I would ask any reasonable being
whether the lives of our fellow-creatures on board ship are
not equally of as much consequence as those upon land. Where
is the difference ? Let every emigrant be satisfied, before
leaving our shores, that the medical man who has the re-
sponsibility of the ship’s crew, holds one of the follow-
ing diplomas: M.D.; or M.R.C.S. England or Ireland; or

L.S.A. Why should it be allowed that a man without any
qualification should have the charge of many a dear friend and
relative ? Next we shall have our chemists and druggists
taking out vessels, one equally as much qualified as the other.
Where is the use of our fagging our brains and wearing our
bodies, and paying our fees for diplomas, if this state of things
is to last ? I appeal to the profession at large to petition against
this infringement. Only a few weeks back, two vessels started
to Australia with unqualified men to take charge of the crew,
and each received &pound; 30, with free passage. Now I, holding
the College diploma, have only been offered fifty guineas, with
free passage. Surely if the one without any qualification can
obtain &pound; 30, the one who has had to plod and toil for his
diploma, and paid his hundreds for hospital practice, lectures,
&c.,a.ndhis.e22 for his diploma, ought to demand at least double


